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As a Club, I would say that we are computer literate. I don’t mean the sort of 
computer literate that has us sitting down to compute the precise trajectory required 
to bounce a bread roll off the forehead of the outgoing President just as he is 
reaching for his gavel for the last time. I mean the sort of computer literate that 
means that all but one of the Clubs active members has an e-mail address. You 
couldn’t have said that a couple of years ago and it is a sign of the times that we 
succumb (eventually) to progress. It is perhaps significant that the one member that 
has resisted is the only one that smokes a pipe. Maybe it’s an inherent inability to 
multitask that is the key to it. 
 
Which brings me neatly to the point? This copy of Rotanotes is very late for which I 
apologise. Early one morning in mid June I fired up the old box eager for my daily 
dose of advertisements for medical supplies, enhancement processes (how do they 
know anyway?) and notes from previously unmentioned members of the Coveney 
family that took up residence in Nigeria many years ago, when there came a strange 
noise from the box and a message on the screen (love that shade of blue) advising 
that basically I was out of luck. Turned out I needed a new hard drive but I was 
confident that there would be a quick fix and any way, like a good boy, I back up 
regularly. No chance. I ran the restore thing and got nothing back more recent than 
December 2006.  
 
Anyway it’s taken until now (and a few quid) to get stuff back including family records, 
pictures and most importantly (apparently) Liz’s iTunes library. Also all the stuff I had 
saved for Rotanotes.  
 
I regret also that the luxury of a posh colour printer is no longer available to me as I 
have changed my work base. I know that a number of you would prefer a paper copy 
but this is a luxury that is now lost and I will have to ask you to make your own 
arrangements in this regard. All except the Pipe smoker that is! 
 
Regards 
 
Dudley 
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For the final time as President, I am delighted to say “thank you” to the following people on 
your behalf. 
 
We’ve had a busy and very successful few months starting with Ladies Night. What can I 
say? What a fantastic subject the cabaret team had to work with! Huge thanks to Brian, Bob 
and the chorus (maybe a bit more work needed to make the charts?) for a really wonderful 
evening. 
 
It’s been quite a musical time and my thanks to Trevor for organising the Spring Band 
Concert, and thanks also to the ladies of Inner Wheel for preparing and serving the 
refreshments.  
 



More musical thanks, this time to John, Geoff, Di, Janice and John for the Swing Band 
Concert, not forgetting Geoff Gook’s help with the bar. Thanks also to David, Bronwen, Geoff 
and Di, Janice and John for the Rock & Roll evening, which was a great success in raising a 
lot of money from the public for Polio Challenge but more support from Club members would 
have been welcome. 
 
Similarly, despite a lack of support from the Club, Kids Out was also a big success, as 
evidenced by the letters from the Oak Lodge children and the exhaustion displayed by their 
minders. Once again, thanks to David and the members who did turn out, with a special 
thanks to Ray and his relatives and friends who gave up their time to support this. 
 
Foundation Dinner was an excellent evening and succeeded in raising what I believe is a 
record amount. We are very lucky to have the support of Lord and Lady Montagu in allowing 
us to use The Domus and this year we took full advantage, courtesy of David and his team. 
Our speaker, Stephen Payne, was first class and coped very well with the distraction created 
by the unfortunate ill health of a guest (who has fully recovered, I’m glad to say).  
 
As you can see, the last few months have seen largely the same few people organising and 
running a variety of events. They have given up a lot of time and spent a lot of effort to do this 
and without their strong personal commitment; these events would not have been the 
successes they were. Thank you guys and gals. 
 
Et, le weekend avec Notre Club Jumeau. Le weekend en Cherbourg etait tres, tres bon. 
Susan and I had a really great weekend and so, I hope, did everyone else. The French were 
wonderful hosts and great company, and they had organised a very full weekend. We had a 
lot of laughs, we did a lot of sightseeing, we ate well, we drank well; in short – we had FUN!  
 
Finally, my thanks to Brian for Presidents Night at Gins Farm, particularly for arranging it on a 
day when the glorious weather allowed us to enjoy the wonderful setting to the full.  
 
Enjoy your Rotary – have FUN! 
 
Tim 
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As it is now a year since Ray collared me with the chain of office, I thought it might be 
interesting, for me if not you, to jot down a few thoughts about my year in the Presidential 
chair. 
 
As you know, my main aim was to remind everyone that membership of Rotary is not a chore 
and should never become one, and in particular, membership of Hythe Rotary Club should be 
fun. 
  
Trying to achieve success for the Club, however you measure any such success, is not down 
to just the Club President. He or she is the head of the Club’s leadership team – Club Council 
– as well as being the titular head of the Club. I count myself as having been very lucky in 
having had a strong, supportive and involved Council and I believe that together, we have 
been successful in making the club less serious and less introspective but no less successful 
for that – I think we have had FUN! 
 



It is almost always pretty easy to criticise and all too often, criticism is destructive rather than 
constructive. In my view, we have had a good year and it would be unfair and unjustified to 
voice lots of negatives.  
 
I do think I can reasonably remind everyone that we are a Rotary club and that means we 
have a commitment to our motto “Service before Self”. We can’t all join in and support every 
activity, every time, and I don’t think anyone would expect this. But (and you knew there 
would be a ‘but’), if we indicate support at a club meeting for an event, we should follow 
through and commit to the event. If you are not able to, or not willing to, support something, 
please say so.  
 
Moving swiftly on, so much has happened during the year in all aspects of Club life, that it is 
very difficult to pick out some things as being more memorable than others. We have had a 
successful year in raising money and spending money (and it is especially good to support 
local charities); the social side has been first class, we are moving forward on membership, 
and we have raised our profile on the Waterside. 
    
I wanted the year to be fun so I will highlight Ladies Night as it epitomised for me what the 
social side of Rotary should be about. It was a great evening of fun and fellowship with 
friends, with a fantastic atmosphere and a lot of laughs.  
 
I also really enjoyed the twinning weekend, which, again, was tremendous fun. I happily 
recommend future twinning activities to all those who have not yet taken part and I am 
confident that those members who regularly join in would endorse this view. 
 
Have I enjoyed my year as President? – A resounding YES.  
 
Would I commend others to take the role? – Again, a resounding YES. 
 
Sincere thanks to all members of the Club for your support of, and engagement in, the Club 
during the past year. 
 
Enjoy your Rotary; be a good Rotarian; and have FUN! 
 
Tim       
 
MUSIC TO THE EARS 
 
A fleet of minibuses and cars driven by members of Hythe Rotary Club, ferried 
hundreds of older people from local care homes and private residences for a free 
concert at the Waterside Theatre in Holbury. 
 
The guests enjoyed an afternoon of superb music played by the Waterside Area Youth 
String Orchestra and Combined Wind Bands. The young musicians played their way 
through classics and folk songs, dances and film themes with both skill and 
enthusiasm, which left the appreciate audience in high spirits. 
 
As one 96 year old lady said afterwards, “I thoroughly enjoyed that. I wanted to get 
up and dance – my feet were really tapping”. 
 
At the end of the thoroughly enjoyable concert, Hythe Rotary President Tim Parsons 
thanked everyone who had helped organise the event, including Hythe Inner Wheel 
who provided refreshments and members of Hythe Rotary Club who provided 
transport, escorts and helped serve the refreshments. Most of all, he thanked the 
members of the Youth String Orchestra and Combined Wind Bands for such an 
accomplished and entertaining performance. 



TOP AWARD FOR HYTHE ROTARIAN 
 
(or – all pipe and no computer!) 
 
The highest rotary award, a Paul Harris Fellowship was presented to Frank Coleman 
by Tim Parsons president of Hythe Rotary Club.    The presentation took place at a 
regular club meeting at the Fountain Court Hotel. Paul Harris was the founder of the 
Rotary movement in 1905, awards in his name are made to this memory for the vision 
he shared with the first Rotarians of that time whose motto was and still is ‘Service 
above self ‘. Frank Coleman a retired Chief Inspector of Police was surprising lost for 
words by the honour of receiving this award saying only that he was “very proud.”       
Fellow Rotarians chose Frank for the award in recognition of his work within Rotary 
including crewing the Alison Macgregor a boat used by disabled people for short trips 
on the Southampton Water also for his longstanding membership of the Hythe Rotary 
Housing Association committee at Muir House and Priest Croft.    Frank joined the 
rotary club in 1971 and has been an enthusiastic and active member, president in 1979 
during this time he has served on many Rotary committees.  
 

 
 
 
Photo- Frank Coleman left - president Tim Parsons right. 



 
Three women die together in an accident and 

go to heaven.  
 

When they get there, St. Peter says, 'We only 
have one rule here in 

heaven: don't step on the ducks!'  
 

So they enter heaven, and sure enough, there 
are ducks all over the 

place. It is almost impossible not to step on a 
duck, and although they 

try their best to avoid them, the first woman 
accidentally steps on one. 

 
Along comes St. Peter with the ugliest man 

she ever saw.  
 

St. Peter chains them together and says, 
'Your punishment for stepping 

on a duck is to spend eternity chained to this 
ugly man!'  

 
The next day, the second woman steps 

accidentally on a duck and along 
comes St. Peter, who doesn't miss a thing. 

With him is another extremely 
ugly man. He chains them together with the 

same admonishment as for the 
first woman.  

 
The third woman has observed all this and, 

not wanting to be chained for 
all eternity to an ugly man, is very, VERY 

careful where she steps.  
 

She manages to go months without stepping 
on any ducks, but one day St. 

Peter comes up to her with the most 
handsome man she has ever laid eyes 

on . very tall, long eyelashes, muscular, and 
thin.  

 
St. Peter chains them together without 

saying a word.  
 

The happy woman says, 'I wonder what I did 
to deserve being chained to 

you for all of eternity?'  
 

The guy says, 'I don't know about you, but I 
stepped on a duck!' 

 

 

The Rotanotes “Agony” column in 
which our intrepid Editor dispenses 
with his wisdom. This weeks letter: 

Dear Dudley 

 
I hope you can help me here. The other day I 
set off for work leaving my husband in the 
house watching the TV as usual. I hadn't 
gone more than a mile down the road when 
my engine conked out and the car shuddered 
to a halt.   I walked back home to get my 
husband's help. When I got home I couldn't 
believe my eyes. He was in the bedroom with 
a neighboring lady making passionate love to 
her.  I am 32, my husband is 34 and we have 
been married for twelve years.  When I 
confronted him, he broke down and admitted 
that he'd been having an affair for the past six 
months.  
I told him to stop or I would leave him. He 
was let go from his job six months ago and 
he says he has been feeling increasingly 
depressed and worthless. I love him very 
much, but ever since I gave him the 
ultimatum he has become increasingly 
distant. I don't feel I can get through to him 
anymore.  
Can you please help?  
 
Sincerely,  
Mrs. Sheila Usk  
 
Dear Sheila:  
 
A car stalling after being driven a short 
distance can be caused by a variety of 
faults with the engine. Start by checking 
that there is no debris in the fuel line. If it 
is clear, check the jubilee clips holding the 
vacuum pipes onto the inlet manifold. If 
none of these approaches solves the 
problem, it could be that the fuel pump 
itself is faulty, causing low delivery 
pressure to the carburetor float chamber.  
I hope this helps. 
 
Dudley  ����������	
��������
����  

 



Rotary big band concert  
 
 
A swing band evening concert organised by Hythe Rotary Club was held at The All 

Saints Church, Fawley with the kind permission of Reverend Barry James.    The Pete 
Weston Big Swing Band, a 15 piece popular local group accompanied by vocalist 

Miss Terry Scott, who together played and sung favourite old songs from the era of 
Glen Miller and Ted Heath among other tunes.    

 

  
 
The church was full with enthusiastic fans. Rotary president Tim Parsons thanked the 
band and all who made the evening a success and said that the £1000 raised at the 
event would be divided between Rotary supported charities at home and abroad.     
 

 



To 
Rtn. Ralph Ellis  
International Committee Chairman 
Rotary Club of Hythe 
R.I.District 1110 
  

 
Dear Rtn. Ralph  
  
Greetings! 
 
Thanks very much indeed for your Email dated 1st April 2008.  

In fact, I was about to mail you regarding the Eye Health Project. We are 

happy to report to you that the project has come out very well extending 

Qualitative Eye Care Service to the poor Rural Students of our Area.  

It was heartening to see School Students receive proper Eye Care Treatment 

during the Eye Camps. Many Students who received Free Spectacles were 

overjoyed with happiness. The Schools received us very warmly as their 

students got immense benefit from the project.  

The First Phase comprising of 132 Eye Camps benefiting 16,846 students has 

been completed. The project has covered Higher Secondary Schools, High 

Schools and is now nearing Completion, as it is in the concluding stage in the 

Second Phase for the remaining 168 Eye Camps, out of the total number of 

300 Eye Camps planned for the project.  

We are herewith sending you a photo page with Thanks note by a few 

students.  

Incidentally, the Final Eye Camp is scheduled for the 11th April 2008. We shall 

compile a full fledged Report with much more photographs and provide you 

the final figures of beneficiaries of the Eye Health Matching Grant Project in 

due course.  

We thank you for your very valuable help in this regard. We are happy to 

convey our Best Wishes to all your Club Members with profound gratitude.  

  

Thanking You, 
Yours in Rotary,  
  
Rtn. Dr. G. Thiruvasagam  
Project Contact  



 

 
  



A club Vocational visit to Vessel Tracking Service in 
Southampton docks organised by Peter Goodwin 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 



WHY? 
 
Why is it that people say they ”slept like a baby" when babies wake up every 
two hours? 
 
If a deaf person has to go to court, is it still called a hearing? 
 
Why do we press harder on a remote control when we know the batteries are 
flat? 
 
Why do banks charge a fee for ”insufficient funds" when they know there is 
not enough? 
 
Why does someone believe you when you say there are four billion stars, but 
check when you say the paint is wet? 
 
Why doesn't glue stick to the inside of the bottle? 
 
Why do they use sterilized needles for death by lethal injection? 
 
Why doesn't Tarzan have a beard? 
 
Why does Superman stop bullets with his chest, but ducks when you throw a 
revolver at him? 
 
Why do Kamikaze pilots wear helmets? 
 
Whose idea was it to put an "S" in the word "lisp"? 
 
What is the speed of darkness? 
 
Are there especially reserved parking spaces for "normal" people at the 
Special Olympics? 
 
If you send someone ’Styrofoam’, how do you pack it? 
 
If the temperature is zero outside today and it's going to be twice as cold 
tomorrow, how cold will it be? 
 
If people evolved from apes, why are there still apes? 
 
If it's true that we are here to help others, what are the others doing here? 
 
Do married people live longer than single ones or does it only seem longer? 
 
If someone with a split personality threatens to commit suicide, is it a hostage 
situation? 
 
Do you cry under water? 
 



How important does a person have to be before they are considered 
assassinated instead of just murdered? 
 
If money doesn't grow on trees then why do banks have branches? 
 
Why does a round pizza come in a square box? 
 
How is it that we put man on the moon before we figured out it would be a 
good idea to put wheels on luggage? 
 
Why do people pay to go up tall buildings and then put money in binoculars to 
look at things on the ground? 
 
Why do doctors leave the room while you change?  They're going to see you 
naked anyway. 
  
Did you ever stop and wonder......  Who was the first person to look at a cow 
and say, “I think I'll squeeze these pink dangly things here and drink whatever 
comes out?" 

Who was the first person to say, "See that chicken there...? I'm gonna eat the 
next thing that comes outta its bum."   

Why do toasters always have a setting so high that could burn the toast to 
a horrible crisp, which no decent human being would eat?      

Why is there a light in the fridge and not in the freezer? 

Why do people point to their wrist when asking for the time, but don't point to 
their bum when they ask where the bathroom is?      

Why does Goofy stand erect while Pluto remains on all fours? They're both 
dogs!  

Can blind people see their dreams? Do they dream?? 

If quizzes are quizzical, what are tests?  

If corn oil is made from corn, and vegetable oil is made from vegetables, 
then what is baby oil made from? 

If electricity comes from electrons, does morality come from morons? 

Why do the Alphabet song and Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star have the same 
tune?  (Stop singing and read on………..) 

Do illiterate people get the full effect of Alphabet Soup? 

Did you ever notice that when you blow in a dog's face, he gets mad at 
you, but when you take him on a car ride, he sticks his head out the window? 

Does pushing the elevator button more than once make it arrive faster? 
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President Tim & Susan led 5 couples to Cherbourg for the 27 th twinning 
visit of our clubs (courtesy of the French fisherman). Met by familiar faces & 
traditional kisses, do we kiss twice or three times & which cheek?  
 
Whisked away by our hosts for some traditional French cuisine, and of 
course wine & champers, in their homes. On the Saturday, French President 
Henri Queffleulou had arranged 4 visits to typical French Chateau’s, which 
proved to be both interesting & challenging, but with Jim Vance (now called 
Jacques by the French) doing the translating all became clear.  
 
Lunch at Barfleur was Moules - Frites & Normandy cider. The evening 
formal dinner was held at the Chateau de Crossville, with our president 
making a decent speech in French proposing a toast thanking our hosts and 
the continuing friendship between the clubs.  
 
Following the traditional exchange of gifts were Hythe’s hilarious attempts at 
French but has to be said probably the best year for Franglais, beating the 
French, who for some only managed their native tongue. 
 Hythe were delighted that Frederick & Noelle Caillet now district governor 
and last years president found time in his busy schedule to visit also meeting 
Cherbourg’s new member Jocelyne ! . Sunday and another sunny day with 
two more Chateau’s to visit. Chateau de Gonneville perhaps the most 
interesting with owner Mr De Montfort a real character with perfect 
English, sitting on a Louis VX chaise longue with a 40 inch television in the 
corner.  
 
A repast of chicken curry & trimmings was taken at chateau de Touraville 
with Ralph trying to keep his birthday quiet( no chance) and was duly 
presented by the French with a impromptu  birthday cake using a potato 
,followed by a reluctant session of massage .  
 
The afternoon was spent DIY and all too soon time back across the La 
Manche with a big send off from Cherbourg (avoir anglais). An excellent 
weekend, looking forward to Cherbourg’s visit next year and in the words 
from Tim “I commend to the club to take part”. 
 
Ian 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Photo:  Hythe Hurricanes Boule team (Dave Hoy missing) after dropping out of the dizzy 
heights of the 2nd round of the district Boule competition. 

 

 
 

Photo: Allen Hamilton from Morris Plains New Jersey Rotary club swop banners with 
President Tim Parsons. 

 



ROCKING THE NIGHT AWAY 
 

They rocked and they rolled, they jived and they clapped, when 
Rotarian Geoff South and his band The Trojans played at the Parish 

Hall in Hythe. 
 

The charity Rock ’n’ Roll night was organised in support of Rotary’s 
campaign to eradicate polio worldwide – Polio Challenge. 

 
The Trojans’ distinctive style of music had everyone joining in with 

the lyrics and most could not resist the urge to get up and dance 
during this fun evening of music from the 50’s and 60’s. 

 
Trojans first got together when they were teenagers at Hardley 

School, and re-formed a few years ago for a school reunion. Now in 
their sixties, the band sounds as good as ever. 

 
The well attended event raised in excess of £1200 for Polio Challenge. 
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ALL CHANGE AT HYTHE ROTARY  
 
 
The Rotary club of Hythe & District held their presidential handover meeting at the 
Fountain Court Hotel. Outgoing president Tim Parsons placed the chain of office on 
his successor Trevor Guymer an oceanography researcher who lives in Hythe with his 
wife Sue.  
 

 
 
 
Trevor, while reminding the club of the rotary motto, Service above Self, remarked on 
the great legacy left by Tim and how much he is looking forward to the New Year. 
 
Outgoing president Tim Parsons praised the club for their efforts during the past year 
with his usual humour. Tim has presided over another exceptional year. Two popular 
concerts for senior citizens, one with the Hampshire Police Band and, in the 
springtime, The Waterside Youth Orchestra who showed their considerable skills 
when playing their instruments.   Kids Out took place in June, Hythe Rotarians, 
teachers and friends went to Paulton’s Park with 37 children from Oak Lodge School 
for a fun day in the sun, joining other Rotary clubs to make 1300 children.   Hands-on 
projects included collecting Christmas shoeboxes filled with gifts for under privileged 
children overseas, taking part in the New Forest clean up and supplying weekly 
drivers for the local Gateway club 
 
 



Donations were made to many charities throughout the year, Opportunity 
International supporting micro credit in Africa, VSO, YMCA ,aqua boxes and new 
goal posts for Hythe & District football club to name a few.  Successful fundraising 
included the Beer Festival held at the Royal Oak,  Hilltop,  Father Christmas 
collections, Swing Band concert at All Saints Church Fawley.   On the social side 
Rotarians with their partners enjoyed a visit to the Houses of Parliament, Ten Pin 
Bowling, Skittles, Boule, a Ladies Night, and President Tim’s particular favourite was 
the weekend twinning with the Rotary Club of Val de Saire in Cherbourg.    
 
 

 
 
 
 
Trevor Guymer invests Peter Shawyer as President Elect. 
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Rotary Club of Hythe & District Club Diary as at 12 June 2008 
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Week Beginning Monday meeting H&D Events Other 
5 4 August Committees   
6 11 August Speaker 

British Power Boat 
Company 
Graham Parkes 

Tuesday, 12th – Club 
Council 

 

7 18 August Business   
8 25 August Bank Holiday   
9 1 September Committees 

 
Saturday 6th 
Craft Fayre, Community 
Centre, Hythe 
(Fundraising) 

 

10 8 September Visit by District 
Governor 
Richard Maunder 

Friday, Saturday, Sunday 
12,13 & 14th 
Beer Festival, Royal Oak, 
Hilltop 
 
Tuesday, 9th – Club Council 

 

11 15 September Beer Festival Clear-up   
12 22 September Business (?27/28th) Walk (Social 

Committee) 
 

13 29 September Currently free 
 

  

14 6 October Committees 
 

  

15 13 October Scatter Evening 
 

Tuesday, 14th – Club 
Council 
17 / 18th  Weekend in 
Oakhampton 

16/17/18th District 
1110 Conference, 
Cardiff 

16 20 October Speaker (partners) 
Colonising the 
Southern Chesapeake 
Jacky Smith 

  

17 27 October Business   
18 3 November Speaker 

 
  

19 10 November Committees 
 

Tuesday, 11th – Club 
Council 

 

20 17 November SGM / Business 
 

Friday, 21st – RC 
Lymington  
60th Charter Dinner, 
Shorefields 
 

 

21 24 November ? No Meeting 
 

Sunday, 30th - Christmas 
Band Concert 

Saturday, 29th  
District 1110 
Council 
Barton Peveril  


